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AMENDMEN T THE CLAIMS 

Please amend pending claims 17-42 smd add new claims 43-44 as indicated below: 

1-16. (Canceled) 

17. (Previously Presented) A large- volume indijstrial hairel assembly compming: 
a tbemnoplastic blofw molded open-top hollow barrel body including: 
a barrel bottom; and 

a substantially cylindrical sidewall coimect^rd to the barrel bottom and 
terminating in an upper rim» the sidewall having ^ inner surface provided with a plurality of 
circumfercntially spaced-apart, vertically orieisted ribs extending substantially along a height 
of the sidewall, wherein the vertically oriented ribs define thicker wall regions spaced apart 
by thinner wall re^ons formed on the inner surfece; 

a clamping ring; and 

a substantially circular cover lid configured to seal the open-top barrel body in 
conjuncticm with the claanping ring. 

1 S. (Previously Presented) The industrial barrel assembly according to claim 17» wherein 
the thictoer wall regions and the thinner wall regions alternate around the inner suri^ce in a 
uniformly increasing and decreasing wave pattern. 

19* (Previously Presented) The industrial barrel assembly according to claim 18, wherein 
the thicker wall regions are equally thick and the thinner wall regions are equaily thin. 

20. C^^'s^viously Presented) The industrial barrel assembly according to claim 17, wherein 
the thiimer wall regions between two thicker wall regions are at least about twice as wide as 
either tbicker wall region. 

2 1 . (Previously Presented) The industrial barrel assembly according to claim 1 7, wherein 
a ratio of a thickness of the thicker wall regions to a thickness of the thinner wall regions is 
between Ll;l to 1.5:1. 

22. (Previously Presented) The industrial barrel assetnbly according to ■claim 1 7, wherein 
the number of ribs formed on the inner surface is between 20-60. 

Am No. 0SWS6^4O Arocnilmcm 
Filed: Fdnuary M. 20QO Atty. Dfee5wt.No. J51 \ -089 

-2- 

.I)Cl:36DTt»?.i : 

PAGE3rRC«AT™33:37:22PMIE,,te.«ardTN.SVR:m^^^^^^^ 



DEC 23 2003 15:40 FR 



TO 703872930S 



23> (Previously Presented) The mdustrial barrel assembly according to claim 17. furtter 
COTttprising 3 Ifttesral fitting fonned on tbe sidewalL 

24. (Previously Presented) The industrial hm^X assembly according to claim 1 7. whereui 
each vertical rib is strip-like. 

25. (Previously Presented) The industdal barrel assembly according to claim 17, whei^ein: 

the thicker wall regions are equally thick and the thinner wall regions are 

equally thin; 

the thinner wall regions betweenitwo liiipker wall regions are at least about 
twice as wide as edther thicker wall region; 

a ratio of a thickness of the thicker wall regions to a thickness of the thinner 
wall regions is between 1 , 1 : 1 to 1 .5:1 ; 

the number of ribs formed on the inner surface is between 20-60; 

a lateral Btting is formed on the sidewall; and 

each vertical rib is strip-like. 

26. (Previously Presented) A substantially rectangiUar canister comprisirtg a thermoplastic 
blow molded rectangular body having: 

A canister bottom; 

first and second pairs of suhstanti^ly parallel sidewalts joined together at 
rounded comer areas and connected to the canister bottom, the first pair of sidewalls being 
longer than the second pair* central portions of the first and second pairs of sidcwalls each 
having an inner surface provided with a plurality of spaced-apart vertically oriented ribs 
defining thicfcCT- wail regions spaced ^art by thinner wall regions; and 

a canister top having an opening formed at one end thereof* adjacent one 
member of said second pair of sidswalls. 

27. (Previously Presented) The canister according to claim 26» wherein the vertical riba are 
absent from the rounded comer areas. 

28. (I^viously presented) The canister according to claim 26, fiuther cbmjprising a handle 
member afSxed to the canister top. 
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29, (CuTfently Amended) A substantially rwtangalar canister copaprising a:thcinnoplasti< 
blow molded rectangular body having: 

a caasister bottom; 

first and second pairs of substantially parallel sidewalls joined together at 
rounded comer areas and connected to the oamster bottom, the first pair of sidewtdls being; 
longer than the second pair* the rounded comer areas each having an inner surface provided 
with a plurality of spaced-apaart vertically oriented ribs defining thicjc^" wall regions spaced 
apart by thinner wall regions, the rounded comer areas further havhig an outer surface that; is 
smooth ntlocmt in those regions opposite the vertically onented ribs provided on the inner; 
suxface; and | 

a canister top having an openius^ formed at one end thereof, adj acent one 
member of said second p^r of sidewalls. 

30, (Previously Presented) The canister according to claim 29, wherein the vertical ribs are 
absent firom central regions of the first and second pairs of sidewalls. 

3 1 , (Previously Presented) The canister according to claim 29, further comprising a hahdle 
member afl^ed to the canister top. 

32, (Currently Amended) A closed bung-type battel comprising: ; 

a themioplastic blow molded hollow barrel body including: 
a barrel bottom; 

a substantially cylindrical sidewall connected to the barrel bottom, the 
sidewail comprising an inner surface provided with a plurality of circamferentially sp^c^- 
iapart, vertically oriented ribs extending substantially along a. height of the sidewall, wheijein 
the vertically oriented ribs define thicker wall regtons spaced apart by thinner waU regions 
formed on the inner surface, the sidewall further comprisiog an outer surface thsit is smooth m 
ieas* in those regions opposite the vertically oriented ribs provided on the inner surface; bnd 

a ban-el top provided with first. and second lateral fcung fittings. 

33, (Currently Amended) A pallet container having a hollow blow-molded thermoplastic 
inner body comprising: 

a container bottom; 
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first and second pairs of substantially parallel sidewalls joined together at 
oomer areas and connected to the canister bottomj the Sxst.snd second pairs of sidewalls each 
having an inner surface provided with aplurality of spaced-apart vertically oriented ribs 
defining thicker wall regions spaced apart by thinner wall regions and an outer surface that is 
smooth at locat in those re^ons opposite the veatically oriented ribs provided on the inner 
surface; and 

a container top having opening formed in a central portion thereof, 

34. OPre^viously Presented) The industrial barrel assembly accoiiding to claim 17, wherein 
an outer surface of the substantially cylindricaZ sidewall is smooth at least in those regions 
opposite the vertically oriented ribs formed on the inner surface. 

35. (Previously Presented) The industrial barrel -assembly according to claim 17, wherem 
the thicker wall regions are equally thick and the thinner wall redone are equally thin. 

36. (Previously Presented) The industrial barrel assembly according to clairn 22, wherein 
the barrel body has a diameter of approximately 590 mm, 

37. (Previously Presented) The hidustrial barrel assembly according to claim 25, wherein 
the barrel body ha& a diameter of approximately 590 mm. 

38. (Previously Presented) The substantially rectangular, canister according to claim 26, 
wherein outer surfaces of the first and second pairs of sidewaJils are smooth at least in those 
regions opposite said vertically oriented ribs formed on the inner siaiace. 

39. (Previously Presented) ThesubstantiaUyTectangu3arckusteraccO!rdingto claim26, 
wherein the thicker wall regions are equally thick and the thinner wall regionis are equally 
thin- 

40. (Previously Presented) A blow-moJded thennoplastic container comprising: 

a container bottom; 

first and second pairs of substantially parallel flat sidewalls joined together at 
comer areas and connected to the container bottom, the first and second pairs of cBat sidewalls 
havhag an inner surface provided with a plurality of spaced-^art vertically oriented ribs 
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defining thicter wall regions spaced apart by thiimei^ wall fegions fotmed on thq inner 
surfece; and 

a container top baving an opsnmg fpncned in a central portion thereof, 
wherein a height of said first pair of sidewaUs is approximately ^uai to a ; 
height of second pair of sidewalls. 

41, (Previously Presented) The container according to claim 40, wherein outer sur&ces of 
the first and second pairs of sidewalls are smpoth at leiast in those regions opposite.the 
verticaUy orieirted ribs formed on the inner surfaces. ■ 

42. (Previously Presented) The container according to claim 40, vvherein the thicker wall 
regions ate equally thick and the thinner wall regions are ^eqtially thin. 

43. (New) The container of claim 40, wherein the opening in the container top is 
substantially centrally located- 

44, (New) The container of claim 33» wherein ttie opening in the container top is 
substantially centrally located. 
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